
Alaska Native 
Fellowship

Alyeska Pipeline
Service Company 



–Rodney Carpluk

Tuition and Fees  $6,012  $7,112  $8,050             

Room and Board  $7,450 $7,450 $7,450

Books/Supplies  $1,400 $1,400 $1,400             

Annual Total   $14,862 $15,962 $16,900

Estimated School Expenses
(Alaska Resident at UAF, 2013-2014)

Freshmen 
Sophomores 

(30 credits)

Junior 
Senior 

(30 credits)

Graduate
Students 

(18 credits)

UAF School of Management Student Profile

“The Alyeska Pipeline Alaska Native Fellowship allows me to 
work less and have more time to focus on scholastic activities 
and my family. I am doing my best to carry on the tradition of 
excellence that has become synonymous with this award.”
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Nadine Carrol

Julie Biddle

Nadine is currently working on her MBA degree and 
will graduate in 2015. Nadine also hopes to further 
her education and set an example to others as a first 
generation college student in her family. 

Nadine has been a Tribal Administrator for the Birch 
Creek Tribal Council for the past three years and 
has previously been employed with Alaska Native 
businesses and organizations including Doyon, Ltd. 
and Interior Regional Housing Authority. 

Growing up in the small village of Fort Yukon, Nadine 
has faced many challenges living in rural Alaska. Now 
a mother and professional adult, she wants to keep 
her childhood values, such as the importance of 
education and culture, strong in order to serve as a 
role model to others in her community. 

Nadine credits her success towards furthering her 
education to her parents, whom always worked hard 
to give unconditional love and support. She plans on 
giving the same amount of support towards her own 
child.

Fall 2013 / Spring 2014

Fall 2013 / Spring 2014
Julie received her undergraduate degree in Business 
Economics at the University of California Santa 
Barbara in 1995. After college, Julie worked at Doyon, 
Limited for 15 years. To build her managerial skills Julie 
decided to earn an MBA with an emphasis in Capital 
Markets. She expects to graduate in May 2014. 

Julie spent much of her childhood in the village of Fort 
Yukon. Julie is proud of her Alaska Native heritage; her 
late mother was Gwich’in Athabascan and her father 
is a Navajo Indian. When she isn’t working, studying, 
or spending time with her family, Julie volunteers 
for the scholarship review committee at the Doyon 
Foundation and as an economics tutor for a rural 
school district’s Academic Decathlon team. 

As a first-generation college graduate, Julie recognizes 
the importance of education and strives to be a 
good student and role model for her children. After 
earning her MBA, Julie strives to continue making a 
difference in the future of Alaska and its people. Julie 
is very appreciative and grateful for being awarded this 
fellowship.



Rodney Carpluk
Rodney will earn his undergraduate degree in 
Economics with a minor in Business Administration in 
May of 2014.

Rodney was born in Bethel, Alaska and spent much 
of his childhood in Mt. Village. Growing up in rural 
Alaska, Rodney realized the importance of family and 
culture. This shaped his current values of hard work, 
respect for others and taking opportunities that are 
offered. 

Rodney spends most of his time studying and 
spending time with his family. When he has time, 
Rodney volunteers at soup kitchens, community trash 
pickups and food banks. He enjoys participating in 
the World Indian Eskimo Olympics and Alaska Native 
basketball tournaments.

Rodney is the younger brother to Nelson Carpluk, 
former Alyeska Pipeline Fellowship recipient and 
current Alyeska Pipeline Service Company employee. 
Rodney and Nelson have the distinction of being the 
first two siblings to be awarded this fellowship. 

Fall 2013 / Spring 2014

Chalisa Attla Fall 2013 / Spring 2014
A full-time student, Chalisa will complete her BBA 
in Accounting by December 2014. After receiving 
her undergraduate degree, she plans to become a 
Certified Public Accountant while pursuing her MBA. 
Chalisa works at Doyon, Limited and wants to use her 
education to work as a CPA for the Native community.

Chalisa is the first in her family to attend college. As a 
child of the foster care system familiar with instability, 
she created her own foundation attending boarding 
school in Galena, becoming an athlete and graduating 
with honors. She believes it doesn’t matter where 
you come from, as long as you’ve learned from past 
circumstances and push forward to improve, you can 
go anywhere. Chalisa is very appreciative of everyone 
who reached out and showed compassion to her 
when she needed guidance.

Chalisa is a Koyukon Athabascan originally from 
Hughes. She is a proud mother to her son and wants 
to be a good role model for him. Chalisa hopes to be 
an inspiration that anything is possible if you put your 
mind to it. She feels honored and very grateful for the 
opportunity to pursue her educational goals.



Jennifer received her undergraduate degree in English, 
with a double minor in Applied Business and Alaska 
Native Studies. She is pursuing her MBA and will 
graduate in December 2013. During school, Jennifer 
was CEO of the Interior Regional Housing Authority.

Jennifer and her family have a long history at UAF. 
Her father, Bob, earned his Masters of Education 
from UAF. Her mother, Cora, received her degree in 
education and has worked as an elementary teacher 
for many years. Her sister, Gail, has a nursing degree 
and she works for the Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, 
and her brother, Jeremy, has a Wildlife Biology degree 
and he works for a school district in Seattle.
Jennifer says that she probably would not have gone 
to graduate school without the Alyeska Pipelne MBA 
Fellowship.

Jennifer MaguireFall 2011 / Spring 2012

Edwin BifeltFall 2012 / Spring 2013
Edwin received his undergraduate degree in Business 
with a concentration in Finance in 2008. He is 
pursuing an MBA and will graduate in May 2013.

Edwin is from Huslia, where his mother and father, 
Audrey and Fred Lee, as well as his siblings, Josephine, 
Leona, LeAnne, Joseph, and Edward, still live. Edwin is 
Koyukon Athabaskan and is the first college graduate 
in his immediate family.

As a student, Edwin worked at K’oyitl’ots’ina, Limited 
where he oversaw shareholder relations and land 
management. After graduation, Edwin launched 
his own company called Zane Hills Capital, offering 
strategic planning and land management services. 
When not working or studying, Edwin enjoys hunting, 
trapping, and camping.
Edwin says receiving the fellowship was an exciting 
opportunity that allowed him to focus on school 
instead of worrying about educational expenses. He 
said it was an honor to receive the award and know 
that organizations such as Alyeska Pipeline Service 



Abigail received her BBA in Accounting at the UAF 
School of Management and graduated with an MBA 
in 2011. Abigail currently works at RJG A Profesional 
Corporation as an accountant. Her long-term goal is 
to be CFO at one of the Alaska Native corporations.

Family has remained an important part of Abigail’s 
life. The first person she told after receiving the fel-
lowship was her husband, Rob, and she says she 
couldn’t have succeeded without the support of her 
family. Together, Rob and Abigail have a son, Timothy, 
named after Abigail’s father. They recently welcomed 
a baby girl named Adrianna into their family.
Abigail is thankful for the support she has received 
from the community. Being awarded this fellowship 
was the deciding factor in Abigail pursuing her MBA, 
and she looks forward to giving back to future stu-
dents.

Abigail Scannell Riggs Fall 2010 / Spring 2011

Agatha received her undergraduate degree in Native 
American studies with a focus on Alaska government 
and law from Dartmouth College. 

Agatha is Koyukon Athabascan and grew up in Hoo-
nah. Agatha’s father is a teacher and earned his certi-
fication from UAF. Agatha and her mother graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts at the same time, and each 
flew thousands of miles to see the other graduate.

Agatha is looking towards the future, creating long-
term communication plans and searching for ways 
to foster sustainable entrepreneurship and eco-
nomic development in rural Alaska. After three years 
working for the Tanana Chiefs Conference, she was 
named Rural Liason for the Office of Senator Mark 
Begich.
Agatha feels fortunate to have been awarded this 
fellowship and feels it has confirmed her direction 
in life. She is grateful for both the support system at 
UAF and that financial issues will not prevent her 
from earning her MBA.

Agatha Erickson Fall 2011 / Spring 2012



After receiving her BBA from Sheldon Jackson 
College in 2008, Rachel chose UAF for her MBA. 
She liked the small classes and the program was only 
three semesters. After graduating with her MBA 
in December 2009, Rachel accepted a position at 
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital (FMH) as a project 
manager in the Information Technology Department.

Rachel coordinated the fundraising efforts for the 
2010 United Way FMH employee giving campaign 
which raised over $100,000. She has also helped raise 
money for the Heart Walk, serving on the steering 
committees in 2010 and 2011.
Rachel feels it is essential to show her daughter, 
Madison, the importance of education and how to 
meet the challenges life presents. Rachel enjoyed 
attending the UAF Scholarship breakfast with her 
daughter and met Lynda Sather, former Fairbanks 
Communication Manager for Alyeska Pipeline 
Service Company. Rachel feels the fellowship made 
an impact not only on her, but on her daughter as 
well.

Nelson received his BBA in Finance from UAF in May 
2009. He chose to pursue his MBA because he felt 
motivated to further his education. After graduating 
with his MBA in December 2010, Nelson was hired 
as a business analyst at Alyeska Pipeline Service 
Company. His hobbies include basketball, hiking and 
traveling.

Nelson was born in Bethel and has two younger sib-
lings, Rodney and Joanna. He was raised in Mountain 
Village, where his mom, Lenora, was born. The Car-
pluk family moved to Fairbanks in 1992 when Nelson 
was in first grade so that Lenora could finish her edu-
cation and the kids could attend school.  Nelson went 
from living in a village with 800 people to attending 
an elementary school with 600 children. He attended 
Monroe Junior and Senior High School. Both his 
parents have degrees from UAF and Lenora currently 
works for UA Statewide recruiting rural teachers. 

Nelson CarplukFall 2009 / Spring 2010 / Fall 2010

Rachel RoyFall 2008 / Spring 2009



UAF is an EO/AA employer and educational institution.

The Alyeska Pipeline Service Company Alaska 
Native Fellowship supports Alaska Native students 
at the UAF School of Management. Students receive 
scholarship funds to help with the cost of their 
education.

For more information, please contact Tammy Tragis-
McCook by phone at (907) 474-7042, or email at 
tammy.tragis@alaska.edu.

Photos courtesy of fellowship recipients.

“It is nice to have support from outside of your family and 
friends–it shows others care about your goals and future 
success. I felt an added accountability and incentive to keep 
up my performance–I didn’t want to let anyone down.”

–Nelson Carpluk

–Jennifer Maguire

“It feels good to know that the community as a whole is 
supporting Native students going into business. Even in our 
own corporations, there aren’t enough managers who are 
Native– many times we have to hire outsiders to come in and 
manage us.”


